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THE T ID INGS 

S t .  T h o m a s  P a r i s h  o f  F l a g l e r  C o u n t y 

a member of the worldwide Anglican communion and a ministry of the episcopal diocese of florida 

 

Please continue with your 

prayers for  

St. Thomas and  our min-

istry to and among the 

people of Flagler County. 

A S I write this arti-

cle, sitting at my 

office desk, Iôve been 

watching a frog climb up 

the window. Itôs a deter-

mined one, wanting to 

reach the top, but there 

had been a morning 

shower so the windows 

are wet with dew, mak-

ing them slippery. So 

far, the frog has lost its 

grip on the window 

twice, falling to the bot-

tom pane, only to keep 

trying again and again.  

This frogôs struggle 

could symbolize a num-

ber of things, as applied 

to an individual, a com-

munity or nation. At 

times we have goals. 

We might want to do 

things to improve our 

lives and relationships 

as people. We some-

times make changes 

that will help our com-

munity to be a better or 

safer place in which to 

live, or we work for a po-

litical or social impact 

that will affect a large 

number of people, such 

as our President and 

elected officials attempt 

to do. There will be ob-

stacles, of course, much 

like the dew on the win-

dow that challenges the 

frogôs climb to the top. 

One challenge peo-

ple have faced recently 

has been the economy. 

The financial effects of 

the recession are not 

over yet, and unemploy-

ment continues to be a 

significant problem in 

Flagler County and other 

areas. Many have been 

struggling, and the in-

ability to do much of 

anything about it has 

been frustrating. Addi-

tionally, it seems that, as 

a nation, our economic 

insecurities have trans-

lated into a political and 

social atmosphere of 

fear mongering and hos-

tility that feels divisive. In 

the midst of all this, at 

St. Thomas, we are en-

tering another season of 

stewardship, considering 

our 2010 Pledge Drive 

and developing a budget 

that will effectively fund 

our ministries in this 

challenging world.   

Where is the Light of 

Christ in all of this? The 

world can seem full of 

darkness at times.  It is 

true that there are some 

things in life over which 

we have no control. In 

each situation, however, 

there is something we 

can do, even if itôs 

changing the way we 

look at things. This is 

about responsibility. In 

The Light of Christ in a challenging world  
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G OD works 

through Stephen 

Ministers to plant a 

seed of hope and 

healing for those who 

are going through diffi-

cult times. 

Through prayer 

and study, a Stephen 

Minister is full of com-

passion, full of faith, 

skilled in listening, 

completely trustworthy 

and ALWAYS keeps 

Jesus at the center of 

his/her caring relation-

ships. 

Have you recently 

experienced the 

death of a loved one, 

been divorced, lost 

your job or faced a 

troubling illness? 

Donôt hesitate ð 

act now. 

If you, or some-

one you know, might 

benefit from Stephen 

Ministry, please 

speak with Fr. Brad, 

Johanna Ache, or any 

Stephen Minister. 

Remember, eve-

rything you share with 

your Stephen Minister 

is STRICTLY CONFI-

DENTIAL . 

Who is a Stephen Minister?  STANDING 

NOTICES 

During times of illness, hospitali-

zation, or life crisis, please call 

Church Office or  Rector immedi-

ately:  

Church      386-446-2300 

Fr. Brad               386-597-2450 

Fr. Bradõs cell     386-569-5607   

Please do not assume that he will 

know if you do not call him  or the 

office. 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 
 

Altar flowers given in 

memory of or in honor 

of  loved ones are  $25.00. 

You can contact  

Judy Gilruth @ 445-1789 or 

call the office @ 446-2300 

 

Fr. Bradley Hauffõs 

Office Hours will be 

Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

9 a.m. to 12 NOON 

 

Friday 

Rectorõs Sabbath 

 

Saturday 

By appointment only 

 

St. Thomas Assisting Clergy 

Rev. Dr. Alvin Robinson 

Rev. Horace Johnson 

The Light of Christ in a challenging world  

the situations that we 

canôt change, we need 

to turn it over to God 

and trust. This is called 

surrender. Balancing 

responsibility with sur-

render is the delicate 

challenge of life and 

when we practice this 

in our lives and model 

it for others we are 

lights in the darkness, 

each one of us. 

FROG is the acro-

nym for Fully Rely On 

God. The frog eventu-

ally made it to the top, 

after the dew evapo-

rated. It had no control 

over the moisture, but 

it wouldnôt have made 

it to the top if it didnôt 

keep trying. Our task 

as followers of Christ is 

to keep trying. Our 

success depends on 

God. 

This month, I ask 

that each of us look at 

our situations and 

prayerfully discern how 

we can be determined 

stewards of what God 

has given to us. As we 

look to the year 2010, 

our goal will reflect our 

needs to continue op-

erating as a parish 

and, hopefully, meet 

future needs as we an-

ticipate growing to-

gether in Christ. I be-

lieve we can make this 

goal IF we fully rely on 

God and keep trying! 

May the blessing 

of God be with you. 

 

Fr Brad Hauff  
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NEWS AND MINISTRY 

 
 Upcoming Events  

@ St.  Thomas  

ABOUT OUR  

WORSHIP TIMES  

AND SERVICES 
 

Sunday  

 7:30 a.m. ñ Rite I Holy 

Eucharist 

 

 8:30 Rite II Holy  

Eucharist ñ Folk Choir  

Renewal and Contemporary mu-

sic with Piano, guitars, flute, con-

gas, and voices. 

 

11:00 a.m. ñ Rite II Holy 

Eucharist  with Choir and 

Organ 

Music from the Hymnal  1982 

and Lift Every Voice and Sing 2. 

 

All Services offer Intercessory 

Prayer for those who request 

prayers for healing. 

 

Nursery is available from   

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for chil-

dren six and under. 

 

Wednesday 

12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist with 

Healing and Unction.  

This is an intimate service with a 

homily, and a wonderful opportu-

nity for healing  prayers and 

anointing by the priest. 

 

 7:00 p.m. WOW ñ Worship on 

Wednesday ñ A service of Praise 

and Prayer. 

Sharing and Invitingé this ser-

vice is filled with Godõs presence. 

Lay led, except for the Eucharist. 

Healing prayers offered at the 

end of the evening. 

OCTOBER  
October 1, 2009  ï 10:00 a.m. ð Outreach 

October 3, 2009  ï 8:30 a.m. ð BSA 

October 4, 2009  ï Blood Pressure Screening  

October 5, 2009   ï 11:00 a.m. ð Worship & Music 

        Committee 

October 6, 2009  ï 1:00 p.m. ð Staff Meeting 

October 7, 2009  ï 10:00 a.m. ð Parish Life 

October 7, 2009  ï 7:00 p.m. Pet Blessing (outdoors as 

       weather permits) 

October 8, 2009  ï ECW Meeting w/Lunch 

October 8, 2009  ï 6:00 p.m. ð Stewardship Meeting 

October 10, 2009  ï 8:30 a.m. ð ECM 

October 12, 2009  ï Columbus Day Office Closed 

October 12ï 14, 2009 ï Fr. Brad in Salt Lake City for Clerical 

       Conference 

October 13, 2009  ï 10:00 a.m. ð Christian Formation 

October 13, 2009  ï 10:00 a.m. ð Shawl Ministry 

October 17, 2009  ï 8:30 a.m.ï BSA 

October 17, 2009  ï 11:00 a.m. Book Club begins 

October 18, 2009  ï Outreach Bake Sale  

October 19, 2009  ï 1:00 p.m. Intercessors 

October 19, 2009  ï 7:00 p.m. Vestry Meeting 

October 20, 2009  ï 10:00 a.m. Membership Meeting 

October 24, 2009  ï 11:00 a.m. Book Club  

October 25, 2009  ï Parish Meeting  

October 31, 2009  ï 11:00 a.m. Book Club  

October 31, 2009  ï 9:30 a.m. ð DOK Meeting 

October 31, 2009  ï Miss Ednaôs Caribbean Fish Fry  

WORLD CRAFT MARKETPLACE 
OUR third annual World Craft Mar-

ketplace is scheduled for Satur-

day, November 14 from 10 a.m. to 

3 p.m. Participants are from Africa, 

Guatemala, Argentina, Peru, 10 
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CHRISTIAN FORMATION AND EDUCATION 

Falling into Step  

S CHOOL is back in 

session and with it 

life seems to fall back 

into a more predicable 

weekly routine. Routine 

is good. It gives conti-

nuity and certainty to 

our lives and helps di-

rect our steps.   

Our recent Rally 

Day signaled the time to 

fall back into a good 

routine of Christian edu-

cational classes. There 

are several opportuni-

ties for both adult and 

youth to increase their 

Christ-centered knowl-

edge. Sunday morning 

classes for all 

ages are offered 

from 10 a.m. -

10:45 a.m. A 

Nursery is pro-

vided for infants 

and toddlers up to 

age four. Sunday 

afternoon Bible 

study meets with 

Fr. Alvin at 4:30.

  

It is hard to 

believe Fall is al-

ready here and 

time to begin 

preparations for 

Operation Christmas 

Child.  The youth will 

again participate in this 

worthwhile Christmas-

time outreach. Look 

for more informa-

tion elsewhere in 

the Tidings. 

   A Middle school 

overnight  is 

planned for Novem-

ber 13-14 at Camp 

Weed. Space is lim-

ited, those inter-

ested need to get 

their application in 

as soon as they be-

come available 

online. 

   An EYC Beach 

Party and a Skate 

Date were this yearôs 

Kick Off themes.  A 

great time was had by 

all as a picture is worth 

a thousand words. 

Upcoming Events  
Keep a look out for a 

few fun events spon-

sored by the EYC. The 

annual Spaghetti Din-

ner and Talent Show, 

The Chili Cookoff and 

Barn Dance, and the 

EYC Bake Sale are 

fund-raisers that benefit 

those in need locally for 

Christmas. Times and 

dates will be announced 

next month. 

Youth and parents enjoyed the wonderful weather during 

the EYC Beach Party held last summer at Flagler Beach. 

It was all about fun and fellowship when the members 

of EYC headed to Skate & Shake for one last summer 


