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F OR the past eight-

een months since 

Iôve been Rector at St. 

Thomas, I have dis-

cussed the topic of 

stewardship from time to 

time, either in sermons, 

written articles, or while 

teaching classes. Most 

of us know stewardship 

as something we focus 

on this time of year as 

we conduct the annual 

pledge drive. In reality, 

stewardship is an impor-

tant part of our spiritual-

ity and needs to be ac-

knowledged, assessed 

and practiced all year 

long. To relegate it to 

only one time of year is 

as absurd as reserving 

prayer, compassion or 

generosity for only one 

time of year. 

The gifts God has 

given to us - time, talent 

and treasure - are not 

our possessions. They 

are on loan. We will not 

have them forever, only 

for a while. They ulti-

mately belong to God, 

and to God they will re-

turn. How we use them 

while we are alive is 

how we demonstrate our 

faithfulness to God. As 

members of St. Thomas, 

part of what each of us 

has been given is our 

parish, and we are stew-

ards of that. Our parish 

is a gift, and it is also a 

responsibility. 

By now everyone on 

our mailing list ought to 

have received a pledge 

drive packet of informa-

tion on the pledge drive 

for the 2010 Operating 

Fund. We are asking 

that every member of 

our parish pledge to St. 

Thomas a percentage of 

their annual income ac-

cording to their ability, 

and submit their pledge 

forms to the church of-

fice as soon as possible. 

For those who pledged 

last year, we ask that 

you consider increasing 

your pledge to the oper-

ating budget by 10% if 

possible. We are cur-

rently in a deficit this 

year and are anticipating 

increases next year. Our 

income goal for 2009 

was $404,466, and our 

goal for 2010 is 

$428,378. In 2010, it will 

cost approximately 

$1,173.64 per day for 

our parish to continue 

operations.   

If you have never 

pledged or donated on a 

regular basis to St. Tho-

mas, please know that it 

is difficult to build a 

budget without knowing 

how much income to ex-

pect, and that even a 

modest pledge of $5.00 

per week (less than the 

price of two lattes at a 
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Please continue with your 

prayers for  

St. Thomas and  our min-

istry to and among the 

people of Flagler County. Continued on Page 3 
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STANDING 

NOTICES 

During times of illness, hospitali-

zation, or life crisis, please call 

Church Office or  Rector immedi-

ately:  

Church      386-446-2300 

Fr. Brad               386-597-2450 

Fr. Bradõs cell     386-569-5607   

Please do not assume that he will 

know if you do not call him  or the 

office. 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 
 

Altar flowers given in 

memory of or in honor 

of  loved ones are  $25.00. 

You can contact  

Judy Gilruth @ 445-1789 or 

call the office @ 446-2300 

 

Fr. Bradley Hauffõs 

Office Hours will be 

Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

9 a.m. to 12 NOON 

 

Friday 

Rectorõs Sabbath 

 

Saturday 

By appointment only 

 

St. Thomas Assisting Clergy 

Rev. Dr. Alvin Robinson 

Rev. Horace Johnson 

Thank you for your prayers! 
 

Dear St. Thomas Family, 

Thank you for your prayers during 
my recent illness. 

Jim Guines 

Y OU have seen it 

many times: 

EVERYTHING you 

share with your 

Stephen Minister is 

STRICTLY CONFI-

DENTIAL . You will 

never need to worry 

that anything you may 

share with a Stephen 

Minister will be ex-

posed. Stephen Min-

isters are not only 

compassionate, well-

trained, skilled and faithful, they 

are also trust-worthy. 

 

Trust is vital  

Whatever you share with a 

Stephen Minister is held in total 

confidence . This assurance helps 

to build trust between you and your 

Stephen Minister. Confidentiality is 

a skill all Stephen Ministers learn to 

exercise and is an 

expression of their 

compassion. 

A Stephen Minister 

will never tell an-

other soul who you 

are. Thatôs what 

confidentiality is 

about. Confidential-

ity is an expression 

of self-control that 

is part of the fruit of 

the Spirit (Galatians 

5:22-23). Even if 

you tell others who your Stephen 

Minister is, your Stephen Minister 

will never  share information. Itôs as 

simple as that. 

So, donôt wait. If you need 

someone to share your walk 

through a stressful time, ask Fr. 

Brad to recommend someone for 

you. Stephen Ministers are here to 

listen ï confidentially. 

Stephen Ministry  
Confidentiality  ̧A Sacred Trust  
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NEWS AND MINISTRY 

 
 Upcoming Events  

@ St.  Thomas  

ABOUT OUR  

WORSHIP TIMES  

AND SERVICES 
 

Sunday  

 7:30 a.m. ñ Rite I Holy 

Eucharist 

 

 8:30 Rite II Holy  

Eucharist ñ Folk Choir  

Renewal and Contemporary 

music with Piano, guitars, flute, 

congas, and voices. 

 

11:00 a.m. ñ Rite II Holy 

Eucharist  with Choir and 

Organ 

Music from the Hymnal  1982 

and Lift Every Voice and Sing 2. 

 

All Services offer Intercessory 

Prayer for those who request 

prayers for healing. 

 

Nursery is available from   

8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. for 

children six and under. 

 

Wednesday 

12:10 p.m. Holy Eucharist with 

Healing and Unction.  

This is an intimate service with 

a homily, and a wonderful op-

portunity for healing  prayers 

and anointing by the priest. 

 

 7:00 p.m. WOW ñ Worship on 

Wednesday ñ A service of 

Praise and Prayer. 

Sharing and Invitingé this ser-

vice is filled with Godõs pres-

ence. Lay led, except for the 

Eucharist. Healing prayers of-

fered at the end of the evening. 

gourmet coffee house) 

can make a difference 

in helping us to meet 

our goal. Remember 

that you can always 

make a pledge and 

can always raise or 

lower it according to 

your circumstances. 

The people of St. 

Thomas and our build-

ing and property give 

so much to our com-

munity. There is more 

that we can do as well, 

with the commitment 

of all our members. 

Will you stand with us 

as we move ahead to 

the future life that God 

has in store for us? 

May God grant us 

the wisdom and re-

solve to be the best 

stewards we can be as 

we abide in Godôs un-

conditional love. 

 

Fr. Brad Hauff  

Living our lives as faithful stewards  
Continued from Page 1 

          NOVEMBER  
 

November 1, 2009  ð Church Picnic , Bingõs Landing, Noon  

       to Dark 

November 4, 2009  ð 10:00 a.m.ñParish Life 

November 5, 2009  ð 10:00 a.m.ñOutreach 

November 5, 2009  ð 6:00 p.m.ñNewcomerõs Gathering 

November 7, 2009  ð 11:00 a.m.ñBook Club  

November 12, 2009  ð 10:00 a.m.ñECW 

November 14, 2009  ð 9:00 a.m.ñSafeguarding Godõs People  

       Training 

November 14, 2009  ð 10:00 a.m.ñWorld Craft Market 

November 14, 2009  ð 11:00 a.m.ñBook Club 

November 15, 2009  ð 5:00 p.m . Chili Cook -off & Barn Dance  

November 21, 2009  ð 11:00 a.m.ñBook Club  

November 22, 2009  ð Outreach Bake Sale  

November 24, 2009  ð 9:30 a.m. ñ DOK 

November 25, 2009  ð 7:00 p.m. ñ Thanksgiving Eve Service  

November 26 & 27, 2009 ð Thanksgiving Holiday ñ Office Closed  

November 27, 2009  ð 8:00 p.m. ñ Choral Arts Concert  

November 29, 2009  ð 3:00 p.m. ñ Choral Arts Concert  
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G RATITUDE is a 

word we use to ex-

press our deep thanks for 

the many blessings we 

have been given. Grati-

tude, like love, is an ac-

tion word and the best 

way to express gratitude is 

through action. Without action, 

gratitude is just another nice 

sentiment.  

We are approaching the 

time of year when we often re-

flect on our abundance and how 

we can share what we have with 

others through our time, talents 

and treasures. The summer mis-

sion trip and recent Middle 

School mission trip have given 

our youth valuable opportunities 

to experience the blessings of 

gratitude in action as they 

shared their time and gifts with 

others. What a blessing to see 

elderly eyes sparkle as they in-

teracted with our Middle School 

youth who sincerely reached out 

to the aged in action to minister. 

Gratitude in action is 

what stewardship is all 

about and all youth 

groups are excited 

about the plans they 

have developed for this 

season of active giving.  

 
Mini Mission Trip  

Over the Thanksgiving holi-

day our youth are planning a 

mini mission trip designed to 

bring the action of hope and 

love into the lives of those in 

need. 

The youth will visit nursing 

homes and youth shelters in St. 

Johnôs, Volusia and Flagler 

Counties in a 2 day mission of 

love and gratitude. The youth 

will make small gift boxes for the 

residents of a youth shelter and 

they will deliver socks and stock-

ing caps to the elderly in several 

nursing homes. They will pre-

sent a music program to all sites 

they visit. 

Activities begin Sunday, No-

vember 22, with dinner 

and a movie for all youth 

groups, followed by a 

Lock-in for the Senior 

High group. The youth 

groups will travel to the 

ministry sites on Mon-

day and Tuesday morn-

ings and then enjoy 

lunch together and a fun 

activity in the after-

noons. Please keep all 

our youth in your prayers 

as they reach out to others for 

Jesus. 

 

Chili Cook -Off and Barn 

Dance 

Cook up your favorite Chili 

recipe, get out your soft dancing 

shoes and get ready to ñBalance 

and Swing your partnerò to the 

lively music of fiddles, piano, 

bass and guitar.  Last yearôs 

Chili Cook-Off and Barn Dance 

fund-raiser was a great time for 

all. This yearôs event, scheduled 

for Sunday, November 15, will 

be just as much fun. The eve-

ning starts with a Chili dinner at 

5:30 and dance instructions at 

6:15 with dancing to a live Band 

and Caller until 8:00 p.m. Prizes 

will be awarded to Chili winners. 

Cook-Off details will be an-

nounced in the church bulletin. 

  

Upcoming Events  

The following EYC spon-

sored events will benefit those in 

need locally for Christmas.  

Christmas Angel Tree: Take 

an angel; buy a gift for a local 

family in need. Tree goes up the 

1
st
 Sunday of Advent. 

The EYC Holiday Bake 

Sale, Sunday, December 13, 

between all Sunday morning 

services.  

The annual Spaghetti Din-

ner & Talent Show December 

13, 5:30 p.m. ï 8 p.m. 

Stewardship: Gratitude in action  

Jr. Mission Trip visit to a shut -in Jr EYC Minis-
try in Action.  
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C ONTRARY to ñbeing seen and not heardò, Hugh Fray 

is ñheard but not seenò when, as 

a choir member, his mellow 

voice rises above the sound of 

the organ at the 11 oôclock ser-

vice each Sunday. 

A native of Kingston, Ja-

maica, and a U.S. Navy veteran, 

Hugh is active in the Brother-

hood of St. Andrew and in the 

Episcopal Church Menôs activi-

ties. He is also a member of the 

Church Vestry and Liaison to 

the Stewardship Committee. 

Hugh is fascinated by any-

thing ñelectronicò and may be 

able to provide an answer to 

that ñperplexingò problem or be-

come a good friend if you just 

say ñhelloò. 

Michael Nishti Jr. 

World Community 
Day 

CHURCH 

Women 

United will be 

celebrating 

World Com-

munity Day 

here at St. 

Thomas on 

Friday, No-

vember 6, at 11 a.m. The theme of 

this program is ñPreserving Earth 

Togetherò. 

Please, plan to attend and 

bring a sandwich. Dessert and 

beverages will be supplied by the 

women of St. Thomas. Also, 

please bring canned goods for the 

Food Basket. 

Know Your Neighbor �{  

 Hugh Fray 


