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 St. Thomas Parish of Flagler County 
A member of the worldwide Anglican communion and a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

TTTHEHEHE   TTTIDINGSIDINGSIDINGS   
The opposite of Faith: FEAR  

O N several occasions I 

have preached on the 

topic of faith. I have said that 

faith is, as it says in scripture, 

ñthe assurance of things hoped 

for, the conviction of things not 

seenò (Hebrews 11:1). I have 

said that faith is not about enter-

taining possibilities in our minds 

of what might be, or accepting 

demonstrated facts, but fully in-

vesting ourselves in a certain 

belief in what is true. I have said 

that faith is not imagination, but 

a way of life. I have also said 

that the life of faith is not without 

doubts, that sincere doubting 

usually leads to a stronger faith, 

and that faithfulness will often 

involve asking questions and 

searching for answers. I have 

said that the opposite of faith is 

not doubt, but fear. 

This past month I became 

aware of an example of fear, 

the antonym of faith. In at least 

two neighborhoods in Flagler 

County fliers were distributed by 

anonymous individuals encour-

aging area residents, including 

some of our membership, to join 

the Ku Klux Klan, a white su-

premacist hate group. The KKK 

was described in positive terms 

such as ñpatrioticò and 

ñChristian.ò I couldnôt disagree 

more. There is nothing patriotic 

about maligning a group of peo-

ple because of the color of their 

skin or other personal differ-

ences. There is nothing Chris-

tian about hating anyone. 

Those responsible for this activ-

ity may have strong convictions 

and beliefs, but they are not 

based upon faith.  They are 

rooted in ignorance and fear. 

Such viewpoints have no place 

in the Christian faith and life. 

The difficulties and com-

plexities of our lives are chal-

lenging enough without our 

manufac-

turing rea-

sons to 

distrust 

and de-

spise one 

another.  

We need 

each 

other.   We are created in the 

image of God.  We are in this 

boat called Life together.   From 

time to time we may have our 

doubts that all shall be well, but 

fear offers us nothing beyond 

hopelessness and despair, the 

opposite of faith.  Our faith, em-

bedded in God, Who is Love, 

will pull us through together, all 

Godôs children. 

One of the many things that 

St. Thomas offers Palm Coast 

and Flagler County is an active 

community in which personal 
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INSIDE ST. THOMAS 

 

STANDING 

NOTICES 
 

During times of illness, 

hospitalization, or life cri-

sis, please call Church Of-

fice or  Rector immedi-

ately:  

Church  386-446-2300 

Fr. Brad               386-597-2450 

Fr. Bradôs cell     386-569-5607 

 

Please do not assume that 

he will know if you do not 

call him  or the office. 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 

Altar flowers given in 

memory of or in honor 

of  loved ones are  $25.00. 

You can contact  

Judy Gilruth @ 445-1789 or 

call the office @ 446-2300 

Fr. Bradley Hauffôs 

Office Hours  

Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

9 a.m. to 12 NOON 

 

Friday 

Rectorôs Sabbath 

 

Saturday 

By appointment only 

 

St. Thomas Assisting Clergy: 

Rev. Dr. Alvin Robinson 

Rev. Horace Johnson 

* Listens  

 

* Encourages  

 

* Keeps confidences  

 

* Prays  

 

* Supports  

 

* Walks beside a hurting person  

Stephen Ministers are committed  

Christians whoé 

 

* Receive extensive training in care -giving skills  

 

* Visit another person regularly  

 

* Are committed to confidentiality  

 

* Listen to your concerns  

 

Stephen Ministers Are Noté 

 

* Counselors * Therapists * Problem -solvers  

* Casual visitors  

What does a Stephen  

Minister Do?  
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ABOUT OUR  
WORSHIP TIMES 
AND SERVICES 

 
Sunday  
  
7:30 a.m. Rite One  
Holy Eucharist  
 
 8:30 Rite II Holy  
Eucharist ð Folk Choir  
Renewal and Contempo-
rary music with Piano, 
guitars, flute, congas, and 
voices. 
 

11:00 a.m. ð Rite ll Holy 

Eucharist  with Choir 

and Organ  

Music from the Hymnal  

1982 and óLift Every Voice 

and Sing 2ô. 

 

All Services offer Interces-

sory Prayer for those who 

request prayers for heal-

ing. 

 

Nursery is available for 
children under six from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
 
Wednesday  
 
12:10 p.m. Holy Eucha-
rist with Healing and 
Unction.  
This is an intimate service 

with a homily, and a won-

derful opportunity for heal-

ing  prayers and anointing 

by the priest. 

NEWS AND MINISTRY 

 
Due to the road 

work, there will be 
no Worship on 

Wednesday (WOW)  
7 p.m. service  
until further  

notice.    

differences, including race, are not 

an issue. We welcome and em-

brace all.  We donôt just believe it, 

we donôt just say it - we live it. 

When you join with us each Sun-

day, all you have to do is open your 

eyes and behold it. Itôs called faith 

in action, and it is beautiful. 

May you and your loved ones 

continue to rejoice in the faith and 

power of Godôs Spirit each and 

every day of your lives! 

Brad +  

O UR May meet-

ing will be held 

on Thursday, May 

13, 2010, in the Par-

ish Hall at 10 a.m. 

We are honored to 

have The Very Rev-

erend Katherine 

Moorehead, Dean of 

St. Johns Cathedral 

as our speaker. Rev. 

Moorehead is new to 

the Diocese and is anxious to 

meet with the different parishes 

in our Diocese. 

Please plan to attend and 

sign up for lunch and the oppor-

tunity to visit with a very inspira-

tional and dynamic leader in our 

Diocese. We are looking forward 

to showing her how special and 

active we are at St. Thomas. 

 

****** 

    We want to thank Monica 

Bailey for her generous do-

nation of 150 new plates for 

our kitchen. Our goal is to 

get enough donations to pay 

for 150 six-piece place set-

tings to be used for special 

functions as luncheons, 

dances and other fancy 

functions. This should keep 

us from having to rent din-

nerware as we did for this yearôs 

Valentineôs dinner/dance.  

Please make checks to St. 

Thomas and state at bottom ñfor 

ECW dishesò. Thank you, 

Monica! 

****** 

Watch for announcements for 

our upcoming luncheon on 

Thursday, June 10. 

The opposite of Faith: FEAR  
Continued from Page 1 

ECW News: Rev. Kate Moorehead to visit  
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A S healthcare 

professionals, 

we know there are 

steps that can be 

taken to reduce the 

fall of older adults and 

prevent injury and 

possible life-

threatening issues. 

Things you can do 
now 

* Lighting ï ensure that lighting is bright in 

your bedroom, bathroom and hallways. 

* Rugs ï immediately dispose of throw rugs! 

They may be pretty but they are truly a haz-

ard. Make sure rugs are firmly fastened to the 

floor and tack down the loose ends. 

* Electrical cords ï ensure cord and other 

items such as oxygen tubing are not on the 

floor in walking areas.* Bathrooms ï place 

non-skid mats in the tubs. Install 

raised toilet seats and safety tub 

equipment. 

* Stairs ï install handrails on both 

sides of your stairs, inside and out-

side, and top to bottom. Make sure 

rails are tight and secure. 

* Kitchen ï Avoid the use of step 

stools or ladders. Store items within 

easy reach. 

* Footwear ï Avoid loose-fitting shoes or 

house slippers, especially the ñflip-flopò vari-

ety. Wear shoes with a firm, non-skid sole. 

* Furniture ï Remove clutter from walking ar-

eas. 

* Flooring ï assess for uneven or wet areas 

and pay particular attention to the height of 

doorway thresholds. 

 

Source: Health and Medicine, St. Augustine Womenôs Journal 

Submitted by: Laurine Fowler, RN, BS 

Don½t get tripped up! 

THE Welcoming and Evangelism Committee, 

as you might guess, has a primary goal of 

welcoming visitors to St. Thomas.  It is so 

much fun to meet a new person, couple or 

family who is looking for a great place to wor-

ship and to know that this is where they have 

been led by the grace of God. 

If you would like to be a member of this 

newly re-established committee, we invite 

you to join us at 6:-30 p.m. on Monday, May 

3rd  at St. Thomas to set goals and objectives 

and discuss ways to make visitors feel wel-

come in the parish. 

If you are interested in serving on this 

committee and cannot attend the meeting, 

please contact Kim Shelver at 386-446-4259 

or email Kim at kshelver@aol.com. 

Welcoming and Evangelism Committee  
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A S we come to the close of 

our Christian Formation 

school year we can reflect on 

the past liturgical seasons and 

what we have learned. As we 

reflect on the change and 

growth we may have experi-

enced this year we can also 

look forward to yet another new season and the 

new assignments and experiences that are 

promised.  

Seasons come and seasons go, they are as 

much a part of our rhythm of life as the ever-

predictable summer afternoon thunderstorms. 

They are necessary and good, but can bring am-

bivalence or wariness. All things have a time and 

season and most of us, like our graduating sen-

iors, will or have experienced the blessing of 

moving on into new and different assignments in 

life.  

God has been preparing me for the past 

three years to move on into the field of Social 

Work. He has blessed me through the training 

ground of the wonderful people of St. Thomas. I 

have received so much more than I feel have 

given. The benefits in human kindness, love, 

warmth and true Christian community have been 

rich and varied. The people are genuine, the 

compassion real and the charity extravagant. I 

have been so blessed by getting to know so 

many of you as the Youth/Christian Formation 

Director and fellow parishioner. I have also been 

blessed by your children, each one like a colorful 

wildflower, each one so uniquely beautiful by it-

self, but amazingly breathtaking when seen with 

other youth as a field full and in bloom.  

I have seen many bloom in the six years I 

have served and feel satisfied with a job well 

done. My next assignment will take me further 

yet into a field of uniquely beautiful wildflowers, 

where I will continue to serve and grow and wait 

upon the Lord. My next assignment would not be 

possible without the training I was so richly 

blessed with by the many loving people of St. 

Thomas.  

My assignment with the Youth at St. Thomas 

has been completed. God has an amazing plan 

for me, a custom-built assignment I must take. 

There is excitement mixed with ambivalence as I 

look forward to a new season of serving Him in 

the fields that are ripe for harvest. My final day 

as Youth/Christian Formation Director will be 

May 24. You will continue to see me at occa-

sional services throughout the summer and, 

guess what, Iôll even have time to sit and join 

YOU for a cup of coffee. 

Many thanks!  
Thank you to the parishioners, parents, 

youth and staff who have supported our 40 Days 

of Purpose for the HOPE Network. From the 

Souper Bowl collection and Community Service 

Projects to the Dinner/Variety Show/Auction and 

Bake Sale we have raised over $2,000. THANK 

YOU ALL.  

A season of change  

Jr. and Senior EYC on Community Service Day.  
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