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Please continue with 

your prayers for  

St. Thomas and  our 

ministry to and among 
the people of Flagler 

County.  

S t .  T h o m a s  P a r i s h  o f  F l a g l e r  C o u n t y 
A member of the worldwide Anglican communion and a ministry of the Episcopal Diocese of Florida 

TTTHEHEHE   TTTIDINGSIDINGSIDINGS   
Life from an Easter perspective  

M OST of us have heard 

the expression, ñLife is 

what you make of it.ò  Some 

philosophers assert that real-

ity is, at best, a subjective 

experience, that there is no 

such thing as absolute, ob-

jective truth for all time and 

for all people. I donôt know if 

that is the case, but I do be-

lieve that the meaning of life 

for each of us has to do with how we 

see ourselves, others and the world. 

Our perspective colors the whole lot. 

That is why some see the negative in 

everything and become bitter and 

cynical is spite of lifeôs riches and 

blessings, and others are able to 

keep a cheerful, hopeful disposition 

in spite of painful difficulties. 

The cornerstone or principal be-

lief of the Christian faith is resurrec-

tion, that Jesus Christ, crucified, 

dead and buried, rose from the dead. 

Many people have difficulty with this 

proclamation and try to find ways of 

explaining it away. They will say that 

it didnôt really happen, that it is 

mythological, that the body of Jesus 

was stolen, or that Jesus didnôt really 

die on the cross. Even within the 

Church there are a variety of view-

points.  This is nothing new. The 

Gospel of Matthew indicates that 

when the disciples met with 

Jesus after the resurrection, 

ñthey knelt in worship, though 

some were doubtfulò (28:17).  

The challenge to having faith 

in resurrection is that it is 

contrary to what we know 

and experience of life. It 

dares us to change our per-

spective from Good Friday to 

Easter. 

   The apostle Paul writes, ñThe 

Christian dead will riseò (I Thessalo-

nians 4:16), indicating that resurrec-

tion does not apply just to Jesus but 

to all believers. How can this be? I 

do not fully know and canôt explain it. 

I have enough trouble understanding 

how the microwave works. I do 

know, however, that as we live our 

lives on a daily basis it is not so 

much a question of how resurrection 

can happen as it is a matter of deter-

mining what faith in resurrection 

means to us. If we believe it, how 

does it influence our lives?  

Life from an Easter perspective, 

while not always easy to maintain, is 

centered on the conviction that God, 

who creates, also re-creates. It is 

about surrendering to the belief that 

God is in charge of our world and in-
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STANDING 

NOTICES 
 

During times of illness, 

hospitalization, or life cri-

sis, please call Church Of-

fice or  Rector immedi-

ately:  

Church  386-446-2300 

Fr. Brad               386-597-2450 

Fr. Bradôs cell     386-569-5607 

 

Please do not assume that 

he will know if you do not 

call him  or the office. 

FLOWERS ON THE ALTAR 

Altar flowers given in 

memory of or in honor 

of  loved ones are  $25.00. 

You can contact  

Judy Gilruth @ 445-1789 or 

call the office @ 446-2300 
 

Fr. Bradley Hauffôs 

Office Hours  

Monday, Tuesday, and 

Wednesday  

9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 

 

Thursday 

9 a.m. to 12 NOON 

 

Friday 

Rectorôs Sabbath 

 

Saturday 

By appointment only 

 

St. Thomas Assisting Clergy: 

Rev. Dr. Alvin Robinson 

Rev. Horace Johnson 

Who is a Stephen Minister?  

S T. Thomas is a Stephen Ministry 

congregation. This simply 

means that some of our members 

have taken training to be better able 

to share with you in your time of 

need. 

A Stephen Minister is waiting to 

walk through this time of crisis with 

you. We are trained to listen and be 

a spiritual companion in your time of 

need.  

Our training includes: 

Ministering to those experiencing 

grief 

Ministering to the dying and their 

family and friends 

Caring for people before, during 

and after hospitalization 

Ministering to persons needing long-term care 

Ministering to those experiencing the traumas of divorce 

Ministering to those experiencing losses related to aging 

Helping suicidal persons get the help they need 

 

Your Stephen Ministers are Susie Washington, Yetta Souders, 

Nancy Kohlhepp, Norma Edwards, Robert Wood, Sandra Mincher, 

Edna Bevel, Edwina Rucker, Kerry Lawrence, Joan Johnson, Winston 

Williams, Marjorie Reynolds, Georgia Ham. Our group leader is 

Johanna Ache. 

Even if you simply need someone to talk to - or you know some-

one who is in a similar situation - speak privately with Fr. Brad, 

Johanna Ache or Sandra Mincher. They will find a Stephen Minister 

who will be the perfect person with whom you can share your crisis. 

Remember - everything you say will be held in the strictest confi-

dence. Donôt wait ï reach out now. 
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ABOUT OUR  
WORSHIP TIMES 
AND SERVICES 

 
Sunday  
  
7:30 a.m. Rite One  
Holy Eucharist  
 
 8:30 Rite II Holy  
Eucharist ð Folk Choir  
Renewal and Contempo-
rary music with Piano, 
guitars, flute, congas, and 
voices. 
 

11:00 a.m. ð Rite ll Holy 

Eucharist  with Choir 

and Organ  

Music from the Hymnal  

1982 and óLift Every Voice 

and Sing 2ô. 

 

All Services offer Interces-

sory Prayer for those who 

request prayers for heal-

ing. 

 

Nursery is available for 
children under six from 
8:30 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.  
 
Wednesday  
 
12:10 p.m. Holy Eucha-
rist with Healing and 
Unction.  
This is an intimate service 

with a homily, and a won-

derful opportunity for heal-

ing  prayers and anointing 

by the priest. 
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NEWS AND MINISTRY 

 
Due to the road 

work, there will be 
no Worship on 

Wednesday (WOW)  
7 p.m. service  
until further  

notice.    

vites us to be participants. It is about 

the optimism that after every winter 

there is a spring, that for everything 

that dies a new life replaces it, that 

evil will not prevail over good, that 

all things work out for the best in the 

end, and that our lives will not be 

lived in vain. If life is what we make 

of it, let us join together in making it 

happen from an Easter perspective.  

Alleluia, Christ is risen, and 

risen in us! 
 

Brad +  

Continued from Page 1 

Passion play ¼The Promise½ 

A GAIN this year, the Parish 

Life Commission invites you 

to join us to witness the passion 

play, The Promise, at Riverbend 

Community Church in Ormond 

Beach on Sunday, April 25. 

Here is the plan: We will meet 

here in the Parish Hall immediately 

after the 11 oôclock service. We will 

leave promptly at 1:30 p.m. as we 

must be at Riverbend before 2:30 

p.m. We must go as a group. If we 

are not there by 2:30 p.m., our tick-

ets will be released to those on a 

waiting list and we will be left out. 

The passion play begins at 3 p.m. 

Tickets are free but a ñfree willò of-

fering is taken up. 

We will carpool and we are 

asking those who plan to drive to 

please take others with you. Let 

Yetta Souders know how many you 

can accommodate. 

When we arrive, we will be as-

signed a special area and seated 

as a group. You are in for a treat, 

with a cast of over 250 people per-

forming a first-class, exciting, 

Broadway-style extravaganza. 

A sign-up sheet will be in the 

lobby. Your ticket will be given to 

you when we get to Riverbend.  

Sign up now and plan to join 

your church family and others for 

an unforgettable afternoon. It will 

be an experience of a life-time! 

Life from an Easter perspective  
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A S we move into the joy of the Easter sea-

son, let us remember the lessons of Lent. 

Our Lenten focus has been to serve by reaching 

out in love to those in need. We have been learn-

ing to fine-tune our skills to love all others 

through our attempts to open our own hearts and 

give selflessly. This opening of our hearts re-

quires empathy and compassion for the hurt, suf-

fering or forgotten no matter who they are. 

The Jr. EYC group was recently blessed by a 

parent who has a passion and ministry for hurt 

and forgotten animals. As stewards of Godôs 

creation we are to care for the least of these as 

well. Lori Peck is a one-person rescue force who 

lives out what she believes... that we are to help 

take care of these creatures, especially those 

abandoned or injured. 

The youth enjoyed petting the ministry me-

nagerie and learning about their responsibilities 

as good stewards and pet owners. A rescued 

flightless cockatiel, rescued chihuahua, lame 

bunny and python gave the youth time to reflect. 

They learned that some animals, like some peo-

ple, are born into a hard and 

difficult life. Some pets are 

lame, sick, abandoned and 

mistreated but when given 

proper care and love they re-

spond and grow into wonderful 

pets that can bring such delight 

and joy into anotherôs life. What a beautiful minis-

try... what a beautiful life lesson. 

 

Upcoming Events  

óFast for Flaglerô and related activities of 

community service projects will benefit the HOPE 

Network, a not for profit organization dedicated 

to helping Flagler County residents in need with 

rent and utility bills.  

April 18 - óFast for Flaglerô Dinner, Variety 

Show and Silent Auction. Turkey dinner, enter-

tainment by talented parishioners and a silent 

auction of area restaurant gift certificates rounds 

out this annual outreach benefit. 

 

April 24 - Car Wash for Haiti 
 
April 25 - óFast for Flaglerô Bake Sale  

Reaching out in love  

Lori Peck shows off one of her beloved creatures, a bunny 

that she rescued.  

Our youth, of all ages, will be preparing for the upcoming 

Fast  for Flagler Bake Sale. 


